
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Conditioned head turn: A method of testing whether infants can discriminate two sounds or two 
categories of sound.  Infants are trained to turn their head to the location of the speaker on their left when 
there is a change in a repeating train of sounds. The head turn behaviour is conditioned by rewarding 
infants with a couple of seconds of an animated toy for turning when the sound changes. No reward is 
given for turns when there is no change. 
 
 
Encyclopedia on Early Childhood Development, Glossary-Brain, August 30, 2010                     
©2010 Centre of Excellence for Early Childhood Development 

 


