
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION IN THE PUBLIC SYSTEM

Importance of Continuity of
Learning in Early Childhood
Development
June Mcloughlin, AM, Med, Principal Advisor

Our Place, Australia
February 2025

Introduction

Continuity of learning in early childhood development is a crucial concept that ensures seamless

transitions and consistent educational experiences for children. This paper explores the

importance of continuity of learning, referencing publications and observations from the Our

Place approach. Our Place is an initiative by the Colman Education Foundation.  In a partnership

with the Victoria state government in Australia, 10 sites are modeling how schools can act as

community platforms to support the education, health, and development of children and families

in disadvantaged communities.

Subject

Continuity of learning refers to the smooth and cohesive progression of educational experiences

as children move through different stages of early learning and into formal schooling. This

concept is especially significant for children in disadvantaged communities who face additional

barriers to educational success.1,2 Ensuring continuity in learning helps provide stable and
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supportive educational environments, which are essential for all children's holistic development

and long-term success.3,4

Problems

The primary problems associated with a lack of continuity in learning include:

Research Context

The research context for continuity of learning examines the educational pathways from early

childhood through primary education.6 This includes understanding how different educational

settings—such as early childhood centres and primary schools—can align their practices,

curricula, and assessments to provide a seamless learning experience for children7,8 The Our

Place initiative provides a practical framework for this research, focusing on place-based

approaches that integrate various elements of continuity of learning in disadvantaged

communities.

Key Research Questions

Key research questions in the context of continuity of learning include:

Educational Disruptions: Inconsistent educational experiences can lead to gaps in

learning, affecting children’s academic progress.

Increased Vulnerability: Children from disadvantaged backgrounds are particularly at

risk of experiencing educational disruptions, which can exacerbate existing inequalities.

Loss of Educational Gains: Without continuity, the benefits of early learning can

diminish, leading to a loss of foundational skills and knowledge.

Fragmented Support Systems: Inconsistent practices across early learning and school

settings can result in fragmented support systems, making it difficult to address the holistic

needs of children.2,5

How can educational practices be aligned across early learning and primary school settings

to ensure continuity of learning?

What are the impacts of continuity of learning on children’s academic and social-emotional

outcomes?
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Recent Research Results

Recent research results from the Our Place publications highlight the importance of continuity in

learning for enhancing educational outcomes. Key findings include:

Research Gaps

Despite positive findings, several research gaps remain. More longitudinal studies are needed to

understand the long-term impacts of continuity of learning on children’s academic and social-

emotional development. Additionally, research could explore the specific mechanisms through

which continuity of learning influences outcomes, particularly for children from diverse cultural

and socio-economic backgrounds. Further investigation is required to identify effective strategies

for implementing continuity of learning in various educational settings and to understand the

challenges and barriers faced by educators and policymakers in promoting continuity of learning.

Conclusion

How can support systems be structured to provide consistent and holistic support for

children, particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds?

What are the roles of educators, parents, and policymakers in promoting continuity of

learning?9

Enhanced Educational Outcomes: Evaluations show that children who experience

continuity in their learning environments have better academic and social-emotional

outcomes.

Support for Vulnerable Children: Continuity of learning is particularly beneficial for

children from disadvantaged backgrounds, helping to mitigate the risks associated with

educational disruptions.

Cumulative Learning: Continuity in educational practises ensures that each stage of

learning builds on the previous one, reinforcing and expanding children's knowledge and

skills.

Reduction of Learning Gaps: Consistent assessment and pedagogical approaches help

identify and address learning gaps early on, reducing disparities in educational outcomes.
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Continuity of learning is a vital aspect of early childhood development that ensures children

experience consistent, cohesive, and supportive educational journeys. By aligning organisational

structures, curricula, pedagogical approaches, and assessment practises, educators can create a

seamless learning experience that benefits all children, especially those from disadvantaged

backgrounds.10,11 The insights from Our Place's publications provide valuable guidance in

implementing continuity of learning strategies effectively. Addressing the challenges and

committing to collaborative efforts will ensure children can thrive and succeed in their

educational journeys. Ensuring continuity helps mitigate the risk of educational disruptions and

promotes stable learning environments. It also plays a critical role in reducing learning gaps and

fostering cumulative learning. To fully realize the benefits of continuity of learning, it is essential

to address the existing research gaps and continue exploring innovative approaches to support

children’s educational success.

Implications for Parents, Services and Policy

For parents, understanding the importance of continuity of learning can help them advocate for

consistent educational practises and support systems for their children. Parents can play a

crucial role in reinforcing learning at home and ensuring that transitions between different

educational stages are smooth.

For services, particularly those provided by early childhood centres and schools, adopting a

continuity of learning approach involves aligning curricula, teaching practises, and assessment

methods. Professional development and collaboration among educators are essential for

maintaining consistency in educational practices.12

For policymakers, promoting continuity of learning requires creating policies that support

alignment and structures that enable collaboration across different educational settings. This

includes providing adequate resources, time and training for educators, as well as developing

frameworks that encourage consistent practices. Policymakers should also focus on addressing

the structural barriers that hinder the implementation of continuity of learning. By prioritizing

continuity of learning, policymakers can help ensure that all children have access to high-quality,

cohesive educational experiences that support their long-term success.
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